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LISTING OF THE CLAIMS ^^Ag0> 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 



1. (Previously AmendedJ A storage case for storing a recording medium, the storage 
case comprising: 

a first cover, the first coiner including a seating area to seat the recording medium, and a 
first lock portion extending frcpn the first cover, the first lock portion defining a first cover lock 
receiving path; and 

a second cover, the ftf st and second covers being capable of moving to a closed position 
whereby the second cover is placed over the first cover to restrict access to the seating area, the 
second cover further including a second lock portion extending from the second cover, the 
second lock portion definflig a second cover lock receiving path; and a lock, wherein 

the first and secomd^erV^ lUCk-reogiying paths are disposed on the first and second covers 
so that when the first ana second covers are mb^ed to the closed position, the first cover lock 
receiving path commuracatesrwith the second ccwer lock receiving path to produce a combined 
lock receiving path, thi compined lock receiv#{g path defined so that when the lock is inserted 
into the storage case, substantially all o&me lock is received within the combined lock insertion 
path and inside of th| storagg-e^SeTwhereby the first cover is securely coupled to the second 
cover. 



2. (Previously Amended) A storage case for storing a recording medium, the storage 
case comprising: 

a first colder, the first cover including a seating area to seat the recording medium, and a 
first lock porticfri extending from the first cover, the first lock portion defining a first cover lock 
receiving path? and 

a seccpd cover, the first and second covers being capable of moving to a closed position 
whereby thefsecond cover is placed over the first cover to restrict access to the seating area, the 
second cow further including a second lock portion extending from the second cover, the 
second lo/k portion defining a second cover lock receiving path; and a lock, wherein 
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, v- the first and second cover lock receiving paths are disposed on the first and second covers 
so that when the first and second coveos are moved to the closed position, the first cover lock 
receiving path communicates with thd second cover lock receiving path to produce a combined 
lock receiving path disposed inside <n the storage case, the combined lock receiving path defined 
so that when the lock is inserted into the storage case, substantially all of the lock is received 
within the combined lock insertion path and inside of the storage case, whereby the first cover is 
securely coupled to the second d&ver. 

3. (Previously Amended) A storage case for storing a recording medium, the storage 
case comprising: 

a first cover, the firift cover iaGUijiing a seating area to seat the recording medium, and a 
first lock portion extendi^ front the first covfeq\ the first lock portion defining a first cover lock 
receiving path; and 

a second cover/the first and second covers being capable of moving to a closed position 
whereby the second cover is placed over the fi™ cover to restrict access to the seating area, the 
second cover furthe/including a second lod^portion extending from the second cover, the 
second lock portion defining a secon^Jover lock receiving path; and a lock, wherein 

the first am secondpe^rlock receiving paths are disposed on the first and second covers 
so that when^h&pfjffand second covers are moved to the closed position, the case has an outer 
periphery and tne first cover lock receiving path communicates with the second cover lock 
receiving pathfto produce a combined lock receiving path, the combined lock receiving path 
defined so that when the lock is inserted into the combined lock receiving path, the lock is 
disposed substantially within the outer periphery, whereby the first cover is securely coupled to 
the secondf cover. 

A. (Original) The storage case as recited in claim 2, wherein the first cover includes a 
base md the second cover includes a base, and the first lock receiving path is disposed on the 
bas/ of the first cover and the second lock receiving path is disposed on the base of the second 
cover. 
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^V) 5. (Original) The storage case & recited in claim 1, wherein the lock receiving paths 

dff^ include a void at a first end thereof anc/a wall at a second end thereof. 

6. (Original) The storage case as recited in claim 1, further comprising at least one wall 
disposed in front of at least one of the! first and second lock portions thereby blocking the lock 
receiving path. 

7. (Original) The storage case as recited in claim 5, further comprising a wall disposed 
in front of the first lock portion, thef second lock portion and the first ends of the lock receiving 
paths. 

8. (Original) The storagejcaseias recited in clama 1, wherein the first and second covers 
include an indent which is adapt da to receive a user's finge 

9. (Original) The storage cale as recited in claim /, further comprising: 
a spine, the first and second/covers being pivota^ly coupled to the spine; 
a first cover side wall Jctemding upwardly frflm the first cover and extending substantially 

parallel to a longitudinal axis ©f pe spine; and, 

a second cover side wall extendipg^upwardly from the second cover and extending 
substantially parallel to the longiteimnal axis of the spine; wherein 

the first coV^rgi^ew^ll includes a void therein, the void being adapted to receive a 
portion of the recording meaium when the recording medium is placed in the seating area. 

10. (Original) The storage case as recited in claim 9, wherein the first and second cover 
side walls are disposed sqythat when the recording medium is placed in the seating area, and the 
second cover is closed u]fon the first cover, the second cover side wall sits on the recording 
medium and retains the recording medium within the seating area. 



11. (Original) frhe storage case as recited in claim 1, wherein the first cover further 
includes a recess dimensioned to receive a memory card. 
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12. (Original) The storagefcase as recited in claim 1, wherein: 
' * the first lock portion com/ rises: 

a first lock receiving member; and 
a second lock receiving member, the first and second lock receiving members of the first 
lock portion defining the first oover lock receiving path; 
the second lock portion comprises: 
a first lock receiving imember; and 

a second lock receiving member, the first and second lock receiving members of the 
second lock portion definimg the second cover lock receiving path; and 

wherein the lock Receiving members are disposed on the storage case in an interleaving 
manner so that when th^second cover is closed upon the first cover, the lock receiving members 
mesh with one another J 

13. (Original/ The^torage case as rented in claim 12, wherein the lock receiving 
members are loops. 

14. (Origiiml) The storage castas recited in claim 12, wherein: 
the first lo<fk receiving mprffber of the first lock portion includes a cut-away providing 

partial aG Qgss to mg ^eatrfigarea; and 

the first /over further includes a shelf proximate to the cut-away. 

15. (Original) The storage case as recited in claim 1, further comprising at least one 
document retaining member on the second cover. 

16. /Original) The storage case is recited in clam 15, wherein the document retaining 
member inAudes at least one gripping element. 

11. (Original) The storage case as recited in claim 16, wherein the at least one gripping 
element/s a rib. 
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18. (Original) The storageicase as recited in claim 1, further comprising a hub which is 
effective to receive and retain the recording medium, the hub being centered on the first cover. 



19. (Original) The storage case as recited in claim 12, wherein 

the first lock receiving member of the first lock portion further includes a first hook; and 
the first lock receiving member of the second lock portion further includes a second hook. 

20. (Original) The Storage case as recited in claim 1, wherein 
the first lock portiop is hollow and defines a first lock portion void therein; 
the second lock pdftion is hollow and defines a second lock portion void therein; and 
when the second $oY£*-tsrteesd | upon the first cover, the first and second lock portion 

voids define the combined lo£k receiving pfc 

21. (Original) /Th# storage case as recited in claim 12, wherein 
the first and second lock receiving^nembers of the first lock portion are hollow thereby 

defining first lock vend/ the first loc^^ids being collinear and in combination define the first 
covef lock receiving grath; and, 

ie first an<fseedfi(i lock receiving members of the second lock portion are hollow 
thereby defining slcond lock voids, the second lock voids being collinear and in combination 
define the seconcucover lock receiving path. 

22. (Original) The storage case as recited in claim 20, wherein the voids are 
parallelepiped m shape. 

23. (©riginal) The storage case as recited in claim 21, wherein the voids are 
parallelepiped in shape. 

24. / (Previously Amended) A storage case for storing a recording medium, the storage 
case comprising: 
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a first cover, the first cover including a seating area to seat the recording medium, and a 
first lock portion extending from the first cover, the first lock portion defining a first cover lock 
receiving path; and I 

a second cover, tip first and second covers being capable of moving to a closed position 
whereby the second covep is placed over the first cover to restrict access to the seating area, the 
second cover further including a second lock portion extending from the second cover, the 
second lock portion defping a second cover lock receiving path; and a lock, wherein 

the first and second cover lock receiving paths are disposed on the first and second covers 
so that when the first apd second covers are moved to the closed position, the first cover lock 
receiving path commipicateSgjaaA cover lock receiving path to produce a combined 

lock receiving path; // / 

the first lockportiop comprises: \ 

a first lock receiving member; I 

a second lo Jk receiving member, th^irst and second lock receiving members of the first 
lock portion defining th| first cover lock^ceiving path; 
the secondjlock portion ccjjasffmses: 
\4 1rst Iock recg jykfgmember; 

a second lock receiving member, the first and second lock receiving members of the 
second lock porfton defining the second cover lock receiving path; 

wherein the lock receiving members are disposed on the storage case in an interleaving 
manner so thatfwhen the second cover is closed upon the first cover, the lock receiving members 
mesh with one another, whereby the lock may be inserted to securely couple the second cover to 
the first cover; 

the first lock receiving member of the first lock portion includes a cut-away providing 
partial access to the seating area; 

the first cover further includes a shelf proximate to the cut-away; 

the/first and second lock receiving members of the first lock portion are hollow thereby 
defining mst lock voids, the first lock voids being collinear and in combination define the first 
cover loci receiving path; and 
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the first and seconfl lock receiving members of the second lock portion are hollow 
thereby defining second 16ck voids, the second lock voids being collinear and in combination 
define the second cover ll>ck receiving path. 

25. (Currently Amended) A lofck for us e in the The storage case of Claim 55, th e l o ck 
comprising wherein thl lfick further comprises : 

a base having in/outer periph^tfy ; and 

at least a firs/q*chpedi^iism moveably mounted to the base, the first catch mechanism 
movable bet^fi^rOTuSt position where the first catch mechanism extends beyond the periphery 
of the base and a ^econd position where the first catch mechanism does not extend beyond the 
periphery of theJaase. 

26. (Currently Amended) The lock storage case as recited in claim 25, wherein the first 
catch mechanism further includes at least one metallic pin, whereby application of a magnetic 
field proximate to the first cat/h mechanism is effective to move the first catch mechanism from 
the first position to the seconp position. 

27. (Currently Amended) The lock storage case as recited in claim 25, further 
comprising a security tagfreceiving portion. 

28. (CurrentlyAmended) The lock storage case as recited in claim 27, wherein the 
security tag receiving/portion includes: 

at least one sjupport; and 
at least oneikey portion. 

29. (Cui/ently Amended) The lock storage case as recited in claim 27, further 
comprising: 

a bobbifi disposed in the security tag receiving portion; and 
a coil disposed in the bobbin. 
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30. (Currently Amendjbd) The lock storage case as recited in claim 29, wherein the 



bobbin includes at least one sjupport post. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) The lock storage case as recited in claim 25, wherein: 
the lock includes a/front end and a rear end; and 

the first catch mepanism includes a notched recess with an opening facing the rear end. 

32. (Currently Amended) The lock storage case as recited in claim 3 1 , wherein: 
the lock has a first end and a second end; 

the first catch^nechanism is disposed proximate to the first end, the first end having a 
first height; and 

the second ^tid has at least a portion with a second height, the second height being less 
than the first heigt 

33. (Currently Amended) The lock storage case as recited in claim 25, wherein: 
the lock nas a first end and a second end; 

the first icatch mechanism is disposed proximate to the first end; and 

a groo\je extends substantially from the first catch mechanism to the second end. 

34. (Currently Amended) The krck storage case as recited in claim 33, further 
comprising a/security tag recess disposed between the first end and the second end. 

35. {Currently Amended) The lock storage case as recited in claim 25, wherein the base 
further includes a void adapted to receive the first catch mechanism thereby permitting the first 
catch mecoanism to move to the second position. 

361 (Currently Amended) The krck storage case as recited in claim 25, wherein the lock 
is made of a material with a high lubricity. 
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37. (Currently Amended) The lock storage case as recited in claim 25, wherein the first 
catch mechanism includes a Jhamfered portion at an end thereof. 

38. (Currently Amemded) The lock storage case as recited in claim 25 , wherein the first 
catch mechanism is couplea to the base through a leaf spring. 

39. (Currently Amended) The lock storage case as recited in claim 38, wherein the leaf 
spring has a height whicly less than a height of the base. 

40. (Currently ^mended) The lock storage case as recited in claim 38, wherein the leaf 
spring comprises: 

a notch which/couples the leaf spring to the base; 
an arcuate portion; and 

a recess between the notch and the arcuate portion. 

41 . (Currmitly Amended) The lock storage case as recited in claim 40, wherein the notch 
defines a living hinge. 

42. (Currently Amended) The lock storage case as recited in claim 25, wherein the first 
catch mechanism includes a metal pin disposed therein. 

43. (Currently Amended) The lock storage case as recited in claim 42, wherein: 
the pin has chamfered portions on a top and bottom thereof; and 

the first catch mechanism includes shelf extensions which engage the chamfered portions 
to thereby retain the pin within the first catch mechanism. 

44.1 (Currently Amended) The lock storage case as recited in claim 25, wherein the lock 
comprises/a first end including a wall and a second end. 
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2 fcrck storage case as recited in claim 44, wherein the 
shaped nose portion, a hook portion, and a springed hook 

46. (Currently Amended)/ The krck storage case as recited in claim 44, wherein a cross- 
section of the lock is tapered from the first end to the second end. 

47. (Currently Amended) The krck storage case as recited in claim 25, wherein the base 
further includes a door pivotaply coupled to the first catch mechanism. 

48. (Currently Amended) The lock storage case as recited in claim 25, further 
comprising: / 

a second catch mechanism moveably mounted to the base, the second catch mechanism 
movable between a first position where the second catch mechanism extends beyond the 
periphery of the base anA a second position where the second catch mechanism does not extend 
beyond the periphery of the base; wherein 

when the first catch mechanism is in the second position, the first catch mechanism 
extends in a first direction with respect to the base, and 

when the second catch mechanism is in the second position, the second catch mechanism 
extends in a second direction with respect to the base. 

49. (Currently Amended) The lock storage case as recited in claim 25, wherein: 
when the first catch mechanism is in the first position, a portion of the first catch 

mechanism extends beyond the periphery of the base of the lock; 

the first oatch mechanism is moveable to a third position where the entire first catch 
mechanism is disposed outside the periphery of the base of the lock; 

the firstrcatch mechanism further includes a first flange extending therefrom; 

the base includes a second flange extending therefrom; and 




45. (Currently Amended) Tt 
second end includes one of a torpedjj 
portion. 
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' the first and second flanges Are disposed so that when the first catch mechanism is in the 
first or the second position, the se/ond flange abuts the first flange and inhibits the first catch 
mechanism from moving to the mird position. 



50. (Currently Amended) The lock storage case as recited in claim 49, wherein the 
flanges are hook-shaped. 

5 1 . (Currently Ammded) The lock storage case as recited in claim 25, further 
comprising a noise maker flisposed therein. 

52. (Currently Amended) The lock storage case as recited in claim 51, wherein the noise 
maker is comprised of afclurality of projections and indentations. 

53. (Currently Amended) The lock storage case as recited in claim 25, further 
comprising a surveillance tag disposed within the base. 



54. (Previou^y Amended) A lock for use in the storage case of Claim 55, the lock 
comprising: 

a base havind an outer periphery; 

at least a firsj catch mechanism moveably mounted to the base, the first catch mechanism 
movable between a first position where the first catch mechanism extends beyond the periphery 
of the base and a sec ond position where the first catch mechanism does not extend beyond the 
periphery of the bas 

the lock incudes a front end and a rear end; 

the first catdh mechanism includes a notched recess with an opening facing the rear end; 
the first cat|h mechanism is disposed proximate to the first end; 
a groove emends substantially from the first catch mechanism to the second end; 
the first catch mechanism is coupled to the base through a leaf spring; 
the leaf spring has a height which less than a height of the base; 
wherein tme leaf spring comprises: 
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a notch which couples the leaf spring to the base; 
an arcuate portion; and 
a recess between tire notch and the arcuate portion; 
when the first catch mechanism is in the first position, a portion of the first catch 
mechanism extends beyond the periphery of the base of the lock; 

the first catch mechanimi is moveable to a third position where the entire first catch 
mechanism is disposed outside the periphery of the base of the lock; 

the first catch mechanism further includes a first flange extending therefrom; 
the base includes a second flange extending therefrom; and 

the first and second/flanges are disposed so that when the first catch mechanism is in the 
first or the second position! the second flange abuts the first flange and inhibits the first catch 
mechanism from movingffo the third position. 



55. (Currently Amended) A lockable storage case for storing a storage or recording 
medium, the lockable storage case comprising: 

a storage case/the storage case including: 

a first cover, me first cover including a seating area, the seating area is adapted to seat one 
of the storage and recording medium, and 

a second col er coupled to the first cover and capable of securing the medium seated in 
the seating area, wmen the second cover is closed upon the first cover; and 

a lock ad^ted to be disposed within both the first cover and the second cover, wherein, 
when the lockable storage case is secured, substantially all of the lock is disposed inside the 
storage case, wtfereby the first cover is securely coupled to the second cover. 

56. (Qiiginal) The lockable storage case as recited in claim 55, wherein the lock is 
adapted to bepisposed substantially within the outer periphery. 



57. (Jbriginal) The lockable storage case as recited in claim 55, wherein the first cover 
further includes a shelf which supports the storage medium. 
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/ 58. (Original) The lockabli storage case as recited in claim 57, wherein the lock is 
adapted to be disposed both on ton of the storage medium and the shelf. 



59. (Original) The lockable storage case as recited in claim 57, wherein the lock is 
adapted to be disposed both on jop of and beneath a combination of the storage medium and the 
shelf. 

60. (Original) The lqpkable storage case as recited in claim 55, wherein the lock 
comprises: 

a base having an outfer periphery; and 

at least a first catch mechanism moveably mounted to the base, the first catch mechanism 
movable between a first position where the first catch mechanism extends beyond the periphery 
of the base and a second position where the first catch mechanism does not extend beyond the 
periphery of the base; 

a first end includfhg a wall; and 

a second end including a springed hook portion, the springed hook portion effective to 
auto-eject the lock from the storage case when the first catch mechanism is removed from 
engagement with the storage case. 



61. (Original A lockable storage case containing a storage medium, the lockable storage 
case comprising: 

a storage cale having an outer periphery, the storage case including: 
a first covey, the first cover including a seating area and a shelf to seat the recording 
medium; and 

a second <£over coupled to the first cover and placed upon the first cover; and 
a lock adapted to be disposed to be within both the first cover and the second cover, so 
that substantially all of the lock is disposed inside the storage case, thereby locking the first 
cover to the secpnd cover and so that the lock is disposed both on top of and beneath a 
combination on the storage medium and the shelf. 
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62. (Previously Amended) The lockable storage case as recited in claim 61, wherein the 
lock is adapted to be disposed substantially within the outer periphery. 



Claims 63-65. (Canceled). 

66. (Original) A locmble storage case, comprising: 
a storage case, the storage case including: 

a first cover, trie first cover including a seating area to seat the recording medium, 
and at least a first loop extending upwardly from the first cover, the first loop defining a first 
cover lock receiving path; 

a second covfer, the first and second covers being capable of moving to a closed 
position whereby the seconfl cover is placed over the first cover to restrict access to the seating 
area, the second cover furtlfer including at least a second loop extending upwardly from the 
second cover, the second lick loop defining a second cover lock receiving path; wherein 

the first and second cover lock receiving paths are disposed on the first and 
second covers so that wheal the first and second covers are moved to the closed position, the first 
cover lock receiving path/communicates with the second cover lock receiving path to produce a 
combined lock receiving path; and 
a lock, the lock including: 

a base having an outer periphery; and 

at least affirst catch mechanism moveably mounted to the base, the first catch 
mechanism movable befween a first position where the first catch mechanism extends beyond the 
periphery of the base aid a second position where the first catch mechanism does not extend 
beyond the periphery op the base; wherein 

the firsc catch mechanism is in the first position; and 
at leasrfone of the first and second loops defines a hook edge; and 
the first catchnnechanism is capable of engaging the hook edge. 



67. (Original) The lockable storage case as recited in claim 66, wherein: 
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\ the lock further includes a second catch mechanism moveably mounted to the base, the 
second catch mechanism movable between a first position where the second catch mechanism 
extends beyond the periphery of the base and a second position where the second catch 
mechanism does not extend bejyond the periphery of the base; 
the second catch mecHanism is in the first position; 
the other of the first ajnd second loops defines another hook edge; and 
the second catch me/ hanism is capable of engaging with the another hook edge. 



68. (Original) Thl lockable storage case as recited in claim 67, wherein at least one of 
the hook edges is chamfe/ed to more securely engage the respective catch mechanism. 

69. (Original) A lockable case for information storage media, comprising: 

first and second covers, at least one of which is configured to receive an 
information storage medium, hinged to pivot open or closed about a spine; 

inner surfaces of said covers having cover locking elements spaced apart from 
outer peripheries of thfe covers and positioned such that when the covers are closed the cover 
locking elements are mutually aligned. 

70. (Original) A lockable case as recited in claim 69, in which a lock access opening 
aligned with the coyer locking elements is established in a common side of the first and second 
covers when the cavers are closed. 

71. (Original) A lockable case as recited in claim 70, wherein the cover locking 
elements are comprised of loops that, together with the access opening, establish a locking 
channel. 



72. (Original) A lockable case as recited in claim 71, including an elongated lock that, 
when insertedfinto the access opening, extends into the locking channel. 



00616351.1 



-17- 



\ /IrrA 



g^yffl* 73- (Original) A lock^le case as recited in claim 72, in which the lock device includes a 
base having outwardly biased^spring arms configured to engage the first and second cover 
locking elements. 



74. (Original) A lackable case as recited in claim 71 , in which the loops are generally U- 
shaped in configuration, amd in which is included an elongated lock of transverse cross-section 
conforming in configurat/on to that of the loops and that, when inserted into the access opening, 
extends into the locking channel. 

75. (Original) k lockable case as recited in claim 73, including metallic pins positioned 
in the arms and adapted to be influenced by an externally produced magnetic field. 

76. (Original)! A lockable case as recited in claim 73, wherein the arms are formed with 
cover locking element engaging notches. 

77. (Original) A lockable case as recited in claim 72, in which the lock terminates at an 
end plate perpendicular to the base, and in which the end plate is configured to be flush with the 
common side of the covers when the covers are closed and locked by the lock. 

78. (Original) A lockable case as recited in claim 77, wherein a recess is established in 
the common side |f the covers to receive and seat the end plate of the lock to be flush with the 
common side of tne covers. 

79. (Original) A lockable case as recited in claim 69, in which the cover locking 
elements are mujually opposed and interleaved. 



80. (Original) A lockable case as recited in claim 69, in which the cover locking 
elements protrude inwardly from the respective cover surfaces. 
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81 . (Previously Amended) A lockable storage case for storing a recording medium, the 
storage case comprising: / 

a first cover having an outer periphery and a first lock receiving element; and 
a second cover pfcotably attached to the first cover and moveable between an open and a 
closed position, the second cover having an outer periphery and a second lock receiving element; 
and a lock / 

wherein the first and second lock receiving elements are configured to receive the lock 
when the first and /econd covers are in the closed position such that the lock is substantially 
disposed within tme periphery of the first and second covers when the lock is inserted into the 
first and second /ock receiving elements. 
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